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Susan Pettyjohn joined Washburn & McGoldrick in 2016 after 26 years in higher education
advancement work at William and Mary and Appalachian State University. During her time at
William and Mary from 1990 until 2007, Susan oversaw all areas of development and was the
primary administrator for the William & Mary Endowment Association. Susan became interim
vice president in 2005 and during this time, she was instrumental in the successful conclusion of
the $500 million Campaign for William and Mary in 2006.
In 2007, Susan became the Vice Chancellor for Advancement at Appalachian State University.
To prepare for a major campaign, she led the assessment, reorganization, planning, and
implementation that culminated in the successful conclusion of the $200 million Campaign for
Appalachian, “Making a Difference in the World, One Student at a Time.” Her leadership of the
ASU Foundation as President helped to develop a strong and vital board of directors and a more
effective strategy for investing. The campaign at Appalachian was tremendously successful in
engaging alumni, as well as community members in the arts. The development and growth of a
student philanthropy program was a direct result of the campaign and a partnership between
alumni relations and annual giving.
In addition to Susan’s success in fundraising, her strengths and experiences include
organizational assessment and management, strategic planning, campaign planning, and board
development. She is also very experienced with alumni relations, advancement services, budget
management, donor relations, town and gown relations and programs, events planning, annual
giving, and communications. Susan has been on the faculty of the National Planned Giving
Institute at William & Mary and attended the Cornell Administrative Management Institute.

Susan received a Bachelor of Music degree from The University of North Carolina at Greensboro
and a Master of Arts degree in Higher Education from William and Mary. She serves on the
Development Board for the School of Education at William & Mary and is a member of the
Steering Committee of the Society of 1918, William & Mary’s women in philanthropy program.
Susan and her husband, Bruce, are avid sailors and Susan taught sailing to women for several
years.

