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Request to Change Degree Designation
Bachelor of Arts (BA) to Bachelor of Science (BS)
Purpose and Policy
Use this template when requesting approval to change an existing Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree to a Bachelor of Science (BS). This request should demonstrate that the proposed BS designation accurately reflects the curriculum, learning outcomes, disciplinary norms, and intended student outcomes. Unless otherwise noted, the institution should explain any substantive curriculum changes associated with the request. Formatting: 7 pages maximum, excluding optional appendices, instructions in each section can be deleted, do not change font or margins.
Requests to change the degree type of an existing bachelor's degree program are governed by UNC Policy 400.1: Policy on Academic Program Planning and UNC Regulation 400.1.1[R]: Regulation for Academic Program Planning and Evaluation. Complete all sections of this template and provide documentation sufficient to support the requested change. Upload the completed request to the Academic Program Inventory (API).
Date:
Institution Name:
[bookmark: _Hlk504545108]Request Overview
	[bookmark: _Hlk506816432]Item
	Current
	Proposed

	Degree Title
	
	

	CIP Code (6-digit)
	
	

	Total Credit Hours
	
	

	Delivery Mode
	
	

	What date was the program established?
	

	Curriculum Changes? 
Y/N, If yes, summarize
	

	Accreditation Impact? Y/N, If yes, summarize
	

	Resource Impact? 
Y/N, If yes, summarize
	

	Requested Effective Term
	


I. [bookmark: _Hlk493672006]Executive Summary and Purpose
Instructions: Provide a brief overview of the proposed change, including the current and proposed degree titles, CIP code, effective term, and whether any changes are proposed to the curriculum, credit hours, delivery mode, or program resources. Summarize why the institution believes the Bachelor of Science designation more accurately reflects the program. 
II. Student Success, Workforce, and Rationale
Instructions: Explain how the proposed Bachelor of Science designation will benefit students and better align with workforce needs, graduate education, licensure (if applicable), or employer expectations. Describe why the change is being requested and how it supports student success. Include relevant workforce or labor market information if it strengthens the rationale.
III. Context
a. UNC System 
Instructions: Compare the proposed degree designation with similar programs across the UNC System. Identify institutions offering Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, or both within the same or similar CIP code and discuss how the proposed designation aligns with System practice.

	Institution
	Degree(s) Offered
	CIP Code
	Delivery Mode/s
	Status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Table 1. Similar degree programs within the UNC System
b. National context (peer institutions)
Instructions: Describe how comparable programs at peer institutions are designated.

	Institution
	State
	Degree Offered
	CIP Code

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Table 2. Similar degree programs at peer institutions.
IV. Curriculum Analysis
Instructions: Demonstrate that the curriculum is consistent with a Bachelor of Science designation. Describe the characteristics of the curriculum that support the proposed designation (e.g., quantitative methods, laboratory science, research methods, statistics, biological or technical coursework, applied scientific experiences). Compare the curriculum with similar Bachelor of Science programs within the UNC System and explain how it aligns with the institution's published distinction between Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees. Summarize any proposed curriculum changes associated with this request.
V. Student, Resource, and Accreditation Impact
Instructions: Describe the anticipated impact of the proposed change on students, faculty, staff, and institutional resources. Indicate whether additional faculty, facilities, equipment, or operating funds are required. Describe any accreditation implications, including whether notification or approval by SACSCOC or a specialized accreditor is required.
VI. Teach-out / Transition Plan
Instructions: Describe how currently enrolled students will be supported during the transition. Explain whether students may complete the existing Bachelor of Arts degree or elect to graduate under the Bachelor of Science designation and identify any advising or implementation activities necessary to support the transition.
VII. Institutional Review
Instructions: Summarize the institutional review and approval process, including approvals by the department, college, faculty governance (if applicable), and provost.
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